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good evening in a lot of ways the situation tonight in minneapolis where we started our day is very simple the 
twin cities region is torn up over the shock and loss and their own grief and they've come together to help 
each other in another way however it's incredibly complex the number of the missing for example the 
estimates have gone from 30 people to today's estimate of eight people missing as more people come 
forward and late today at a briefing by investigators we learned what they're now keying in on it has to do 
with how the bridge fell into the mississippi more on that in just a moment but again tonight we have a team 
of correspondents on this story and again tonight we'll lead off with nbc's lee cowan at the scene for us in 
minneapolis lee good evening brian in addition to those missing there are of course the fine five people who 
are confirmed dead but we also learned tonight that more than 100 people have been treated at area 
hospitals here for their injuries associated with this collapse this of course is just the beginning of a very long 
process of recovery here a process that today finally took a few steps forward there may be no better 
example of just how hard this recovery is than the fate of the driver of that semi truck we all saw catch fire his 
body wasn't removed from that truck until late yesterday in part because the bridge is still moving unstable at 
best despite that danger though the recovery that seems stalled since yesterday started making progress by 
late this afternoon this morning's activity has gone much better than expected in terms of our recovery 
operations searchers using side scan sonar have been mapping the river bottom sound waves bounce off 
any irregularities creating a rough computer image the difficulty though is differentiating between a piece of 
twisted debris and a car but today divers did it this morning divers checked and located five submerged 
vehicles four of the 
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five submerged vehicles four of the vehicles have been cleared meaning they've been checked by divers no 
victims in those vehicles a fifth car was found crushed beneath another one and that one couldn't be 
searched heavy equipment will have to be brought in to lift one off the other the army corps of engineers has 
actually been regulating the depth of the mississippi here but there's a problem in doing that if you get the 
water level too low that increases the current which makes it tough on divers but the water level still has to 
be high enough so that the boats and the barges that are carrying all that equipment into the recovery scene 
can actually float in so far though that delicate balance seems to have been reached and officials say they 
have more potentially good targets they hope to search tonight and tomorrow there are still though no 
answers to what caused the bridge to collapse in the first place we've not ruled out anything anything other 
than we believe this is an accident but there are plenty of questions from grieving friends and family he's an 
excellent person he's so sweet guy in minneapolis on a pre-planned trip first lady laura bush hoped to 
comfort some of those victims but as she toured the site with officials today she too seemed shaken by the 
extent of the damage now there are still some 60 cars they estimate that are in the waters behind me brian 
that of course could mean days perhaps weeks of searching ahead lee cowan in minneapolis for us tonight 


the tragedy in minneapolis as we've been saying has a lot of people wondering about the safety of the 
bridges they cross where they live every day well today the chairman of the national transportation safety 
board said there is no need for people to fear nbc news however has conducted an analysis of the huge 
government database that documents all the nation's bridges and their condition our senior investigative 
correspondent lisa myers reports tonight on what it shows about some of the bridges in this nation 


00:04:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=aYe6HRWJA_g&t=241s 





this bridge is among the most potentially dangerous in america the pulaski skyway bridge in new jersey 
connecting newark and jersey city made famous by the soprano the bridge was built in 1932 herbert hoover 
was president cars looked like this today's 70 thousand cars crossed the bridge every day many commuting 
to new york city it looks like a structure that may have some vulnerable spots on it the federal government 
gives each bridge a sufficiency rating a measure of how sound it is to remain in service the pulaski bridge got 
only a 2 out of 100 almost entirely deficient the minnesota bridge had a rating of 50. other major bridges with 
low ratings the brooklyn bridge in new york city this bridge bringing indiana commuters into downtown 
chicago and a san francisco bridge which carries heavy traffic near the ballpark this does not mean these 
bridges are unsafe this bridge twists a good deal but the former chief engineer for new york city says the 
most run-down bridges need more intensive scrutiny if you have a bridge that you've noticed that it has a 
crack and the crack is in a very critical area you should be looking at that crack with some great frequency 
today in oregon inspectors dangled from ropes to inspect an 80-year-old bridge over the willamette river this 
bridge is not deemed efficient but its design is similar to the bridge in minnesota the inspection is done the 
old-fashioned way visually checking the bridge inch by inch that's really the hardest thing is getting access 
and getting close to the to the cracks so you can look at them and even touch them given events this week 
the department of transportation today ordered an investigation into whether bridge inspection programs are 
adequate lisa myers nbc news washington and back to that bridge in particular in minneapolis 
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particular in minneapolis we have moved to another part of our studio to try to better explain some of the 
questions about the structure of the bridge that went down and for that again tonight we turn to our longtime 
colleague who covered this beat for so many years veteran nbc news correspondent robert hager bob you 
and i together watched a briefing this afternoon on the scene we learned something about what they're 
keying in on now absolutely they're keying in on the south end of the bridge and the reason they're doing that 
is because they notice that when it collapsed on the south end alone the deck went one way and the 
superstructure down here went a different way about 50 feet off the center line all the other sections of the 
bridge that fell fell straight down they don't exactly know does that mean whatever problem there was started 
at the south end but it might they're very interested in that and so they're they're keying on that for the 
moment and bob using your model here for two days we've been talking about these truss bridges as as a 
mode of construction what does that mean okay well this is the trust that's the trust and it's a popular form of 
bridge construction because it's so strong and it can and it can span a wide space uh but it it gets problems 
here in the joints problems uh from uh corrosion which is caused by the weather and chemicals and 
problems from the stress of the fatigue which means the heavy traffic over the top so little cracks can 
develop here in these vulnerable joints which are welded or joined together by uh bolts and we have a piece 
of computer animation that can show what i know is one of the downsides of of this trust construction yes the 
the the graphic will show how uh in a truss bridge uh frequently it's dependent on each section dependent on 
the other so if it falls down as it did in minnesota all those sections fall more or less at once uh by contrast in 
a suspension bridge it's hung from cables like you see it there and so that if one section of the deck falls uh 
the other sections of the bridge may still be supported by the cables or hung from 
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supported by the cables or hung from those cables so it's not a catastrophic kind of failure that's a subject 
we're all getting a master's degree in this week robert hager as always thanks for being with us bob we 
continue to point out here so many heroic stories emerge from this collapse in our friday making a difference 
segment at the end of tonight's broadcast we'll show you the heroes welcome in the twin cities today for the 
young man who helped save that busload full of kids and now to our friday night making a difference report 
and the truth is having been there earlier today we could nominate the entire twin cities region they have all 
come together in sorrow and support following this tragedy to make a difference in one another's lives there 
is one person though who has stood out the young man named jeremy who did what he had to do when a 
school bus full of summer campers went down with that bridge nbc's ron mott spent the morning with the guy 
who is roundly being called the hero of the twin cities thank you all right thank you nursing a smoothie at the 
global market jeremy hernandez is adjusting to life in the limelight thank you no problem for his role in 
clearing a busload of panic kids off that collapse bridge it hit me yesterday when everybody was rushing at 
me the past 48 hours have been a mix of excitement and exhaustion a hero's profile on the local paper he is 
on the front page of the new york times this morning and those around the country i was just glad to see all 
of them there and alive an interview on the today show it's like it's a dream i'm still dreaming and then there's 
all this and it deserves me the adulation the hugs signs of a job well done we're thankful for you thank you 
this is the kind of jeremy hernandez officials at the community center where he's a camp counselor always 
believed in i'm so proud of him because i knew that he was going to do something like that after all they saw 
him beat the odds time and again in a tough inner city neighborhood and hope he overcomes money 
challenges that forced him to quit college last fall hernandez says he's far from the only one who stepped up 
and did his part that spirit courses through the veins of 
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that spirit courses through the veins of this city where it doesn't take a crisis to inspire kindness there's police 
sergeant e.t nelson who slid down a steel beam to help rescue a dozen people do we stand back and watch 
or do we take action and firefighter shanna hansen who swam door to door for victims if it's a rescue effort 
everyone's in there doing the best they can to get everybody out it's the sacrifices from ordinary folks though 
that mean even more here as assistant fire chief john furtell told brian williams i didn't have to ask they just 
came and that's probably the we've got some good people here yeah and you're to need them absolutely 
thank you very much thank you minnesota nice on full display for all to see i loved and appreciated nbc news 
minneapolis good evening president bush toured the site of the deadly minneapolis bridge collapsed today 
witnessing firsthand from the sky and the ground the wreckage left by wednesday's disaster while the grief 
and shock are overwhelming today loved ones gathered for the first funeral even as the search for the 
missing goes on in the murky waters of the mississippi we begin our coverage again tonight with nbc's lee 
cowan at the scene in minneapolis good evening lee good evening peter the president's message was very 
clear here tonight it was that the federal government will be here not only to help pay for the recovery effort 
but also to build a brand new bridge here that however seems an awful long way for the way for the folks 
here who are concentrating on remembering the five people who are confirmed dead and the eight people 
who still remain missing tonight no matter how many times you may have seen it on television the 
destruction of the i-35 bridge is different when seen in person the president got within a few feet of it all today 
close to where that school bus was nearly swallowed by the mississippi and where as many as 60 other cars 
lay 
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and where as many as 60 other cars lay submerged beneath him he offered prayers asked for patience and 
promised millions to get the bridge rebuilt visited with the people here i believe that uh not only they 
committed to a better life not only they committed to turning something ugly into something good but it's 
gonna happen the recovery work was slow again today the bridge continues to shift sending more debris 
crashing into the water one of the divers got tangled today in the twisted wreckage below just what everyone 
feared he was rescued but it highlighted the danger of what these volunteer divers are doing he's fine it was 
just one of those tense moments where you become entangled and caught up in the in the wreckage still 


divers were able to examine nine more submerged cars but no bodies were found in any of them that was 
good news as you know we located a vehicle submerged on the river bottom ran the license plate tracked it 
back to a woman who actually had been at work the last couple days so those are great stories for us but for 
families waiting days now for news of missing loved ones they are growing more and more anxious even 
passers-by came out in the rain to offer their quiet condolences sadness grief you know you hope they can 
get the other victims out so those families can have peace we don't know how many bodies are there we 
don't know what we will discover under the wreckage and this is something that we need to continue to be 
focused on more video images released late last night from cameras pointed at the bridge are giving officials 
a different look at the moment just after the collapse some of those cameras are helping to confirm that most 
of the victims went into the water upstream from the bridge still the national transportation safety board 
warns that answers are a long way away it's going to take us a while to understand what we have here 
federal investigators however did finish their mapping of the debris field that means minnesota's department 
of transportation can now start using huge cranes to begin pulling pieces of the bridge 
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to begin pulling pieces of the bridge and wrecked cars out of the mississippi now the ntsb is going to be 
piecing together some smaller parts of the bridge they're going to match one piece with another so that they 
can figure out exactly what it was that failed on that bridge first peter nbc's lee cowan in minneapolis lee 
thank you now to the victims of this disaster those who were lost and those whose families are still waiting for 
word tonight nbc's ron mott is in minneapolis with that part of our story ron peter good evening good evening 
a collective sadness lingers over the twin cities tonight but a brave resolve is surfacing amid all the pain 
we've seen this week as the farewells begin minneapolis started saying goodbye remembering 29 year old 
artemio trinidad a father of four for families of those still missing waiting for news is what's hard still there's 
optimism i think i'll always have hope i think so too sisters paulie and caroline chit aren't ready to give up on 
their mom vera and brother richard well my brother is 20 and he has down syndrome so my mom and him 
they have a really special bond they never leave each other's side there's too much to look forward to they 
say vera's 50th birthday richard's 21st he's so excited to be 21 and we're excited to take them out for a beer 
another child for grandma to spoil come october caroline's first it's helped me and it's hurt me it's thinking 
about the baby coming like we try not to think about the fact that mom's gonna miss out but it's just gonna be 
so nice to have a baby around they know however that they must also accept the idea of life without them 
one of them won't survive without the other so maybe that's just the way it was supposed to be lisa jostad's 
husband was working construction on the bridge that day i just i have an incredible need to be near this river 
until i know what 
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near this river until i know what happens she believes that he's probably gone i'm just confident that they'll 
find greg and i just hope it's sooner rather than later i don't know about closure i don't know how i'm going to 
get there i just don't know how i'm going to get there and for survivor bill wagner a ups driver they have three 
broken ribs i have a punctured lung today a new outlook i'm here and i'm gonna do the best i can with my life 
because i i gotta i got another chance sunday church services in this community are likely to be dominated 
by reflections of what happened here wednesday night and wonders about what the future may hold peter 
this is nbc nightly news with lester halt live from studio 1a in rockefeller plaza substituting tonight ann curry 
good evening on this first sunday since the bridge disaster in minneapolis where tonight a memorial service 
is allowing the city to come together to mourn and make sense of what happened there this week and to help 
answer the question why investigators are now getting the benefit of some very highly sophisticated 
technology nbc lee cowan is again on the scene tonight with details lee good evening good evening and this 
recovery operation is about to enter a new phase starting tomorrow morning forensics divers on loan from 
the fbi will be joining this effort also the united states navy may very well be in charge of what is going to turn 
out to be a massive salvage operation the request for more help came as a fourth day of diving turned up 
nothing searches have now started using underwater cameras to look into crevices areas too dangerous for 


dive teams to venture the cameras provide a little more opportunity using that technology to be able to get in 
under some of the debris that we couldn't see otherwise it comes just one day after a diver got caught in 
some of the debris it was a close call his communications hose got snagged 


00:18:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYe6HRwWJA_g&t=1080s 





call his communications hose got snagged on the windshield wiper of one of those submerged cars and his 
right arm was stuck in the door seal there's a little bit of terror there but your training takes that tear away 
immediately and that kicks in and you just do what you have to do to get yourself off the vehicle the debris is 
the biggest danger cameras got close enough today to show just how fragile the bridge is engineers warn it's 
getting weaker by the day which worries the ntsb we want to make sure we preserve as much of the the 
bridge as evidence for us clues for us to understand what happened officials are looking at everything from 
the weight of construction equipment on the bridge to traffic patterns vibrations the weather even the kind of 
solvent used to melt the ice and snow in the winter we need to have an accurate depiction of what the bridge 
was like at the exact moment of failure at church services all around minneapolis today the search for 
answers was more spiritual we continue to pray for christina and we continue to know that in our pain and 
suffering the lord is there at saint mary's the talk and the prayers were about christina socorros who was on 
her way to this church when the bridge collapsed tonight she's among the eight people still missing and 
feared dead there are moments where we're laughing and joking thinking about all the things we did with 
christina and then something hit us and we cry like babies that's terrible the bridge and the area around it 
has almost become a pilgrimage for some both young and old alike i'm really hurting for the people that are 
lost we all are that's why we're all here tonight as many as a thousand people are expected at this 
minneapolis church for a public memorial service for those killed for those injured and those who have yet to 
be found tonight's service is gonna again focus on how we as human beings are human bridge in the bridge 
for each other and the bridge of compassion 
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and officials were hoping that they would be able to open up the bridge that parallels the bridge that 
collapsed to help with the traffic congestion tomorrow late tonight uh officials say that is not going to happen 
it is deemed for safety reasons that it will remain closed so the traffic nightmare tomorrow that these 
minnesotans are going to have to get used to for quite some time will just be beginning man all right nbc's 
lee cowan the thanks there is a revealing new look at last week's deadly bridge collapse in minneapolis a 
traffic camera pointing away from the bridge records traffic moving routinely toward it then suddenly the car 
stopped and the camera turns to reveal the horror of what has just happened at least eight people are still 
missing and we have an update now on jeremy hernandez the young man we profiled for saving dozens of 
children on a school bus on that bridge the dunwoody college of technology which hernandez left because 
he couldn't afford it says he can now come back to the minneapolis school if he wants to finish his training as 
a mechanic with all expenses paid minneapolis where search crews pulled two more bodies from under the 
wreckage of the collapse 35w bridge today bringing the confirmed death toll now to seven the new victims 
haven't yet been identified also federal safety officials are asking states nationwide to check bridges for a 
potential hazard involving steel plates that hold support girders together 
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